
MINUTES OF THE SCRUTINY REVIEW - FOUNDATION TRUST APPLICATIONS (NORTH 

MIDDLESEX UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL & BEH MENTAL HEALTH TRUST) 

WEDNESDAY, 12 DECEMBER 2007 
 

Councillors Bull (Chair), Mallett, Newton and Winskill 
 

 
LC10. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 

None. 
 

LC11. URGENT BUSINESS  

 

None. 
 

LC12. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 

None. 
 

LC13. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

 

Matters arising: The Panel not ed t he response of  t he NMUH t o  a previous 

request  for  m ore in form at ion about  t he t rust  ro le in  t he reconf igurat ion 

o f  London NHS services.  The Panel ind icat ed t hat  NMUH response st ill d id  

not  specify w hat  ro le it  w ould t ake in  t he pan London review  of  hosp it al 

services.   

 

Agreed: That  t he Panel seek fur t her  clar if icat ion f rom  t he NMUH on it s ro le 

in  t he reconf igurat ion o f  London NHS services: specif ically t o  

conf irm  w het her  it  w ill adhere t o  recom m endat ions em anat ing 

f rom  t he Darzi review . 
 
Agreed: That  t he m inut es o f  t he m eet ing held  on t he 19

t h
 Novem ber w ere 

approved. 
 
 

LC14. TO RECEIVE EVIDENCE FROM HARINGEY TPCT  

 

Barnet, Enfield & Haringey MHT 

The Panel not ed t he let t er  t hat  had been sent  by t he TPCT regard ing t he 

MHT’s app licat ion for  foundat ion t rust  st at us.  Th is out lined t he consensus 

am ongst  Barnet , Enf ield  and Har ingey PCTs, as w ell as Barnet , Enf ield  and 

Har ingey Councils, t o  not  support  t he app licat ion due t o  a num ber 

operat ional and m anagem ent  concerns. 

 

North Middlesex University Hospital 

Alt hough no w r it t en conf irm at ion had been received, t he Panel heard t hat  

t he TPCT had m et  w it h  t he NMUH t o  d iscuss it s proposals for  foundat ion 

t rust  st at us.  It  w as repor t ed t hat  t he TPCT had no out st and ing concerns 

and w ould be support ing t he NMUH applicat ion for  foundat ion t rust  

st at us. 
 

LC15. REVIEW CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS  

 



MINUTES OF THE SCRUTINY REVIEW - FOUNDATION TRUST APPLICATIONS (NORTH 

MIDDLESEX UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL & BEH MENTAL HEALTH TRUST) 

WEDNESDAY, 12 DECEMBER 2007 
 

Barent, Enfield & Haringey MHT 
 
• The Panel heard t hat  all Barnet , Enf ield  & Har ingey PCTs and Adult  

Services heads had m et  t o  d iscuss t he BEH MHT applicat ion.  The 

concerns w hich w ere h igh light ed in t he let t er  w ere evident ly long 

st and ing hence t he inab ilit y o f  t he com m ission ing services t o  support  

t he app licat ion. 
 
• The let t er  raised a num ber o f  concerns am ong t he Panel.  First ly, g iven 

t he ser iousness and long st anding nat ure o f  t he concerns, t he Panel 

w ere anxious as t o  w hy com m ission ing aut hor it ies had not  m ade t hese 

apparent  before.  Secondly, t he Panel w as concerned t hat  t he let t er 

w ould  appear t o  ind icat e t hat  relat ionsh ip  bet w een t he TPCT and t he 

MHT is not  as good as it  should  be. 

 

• The Panel heard f rom  represent at ives Adult  Services represent at ives 

w ho indicat ed t hat  it  w as aw are t hat  t he MHT w as not  per form ing w ell 

against  som e key per form ance indicat ors and w as act ively w orking w it h 

t hem  t o  address t h is shor t fall in  per form ance.  
 
• The Panel also heard f rom  t he MHT Pat ient  and Public Involvem ent  

Forum  w ho ind icat ed t hat  w hilst  t hey w ere aw are o f  som e of  t he 

d if f icu lt ies t he MHT faced, it  w ould  like t o  seek fur t her  clar if icat ion 

regard ing som e of  t he concerns raised.   Represent at ives also voiced 

concerns on t he process and t im ing w hich feedback on t he foundat ion 

t rust  app licat ion w ould  be t aken should t he MHT applicat ion be delayed,  
 
• Given t he nat ure o f  t hese concerns, t he Panel w ere anxious t o  clar ify 

t he background and event s lead ing up t o  t h is let t er .  In  par t icu lar , t he 

Panel request ed t hat  t he TPCT be cont act ed t o  provide 1) fur t her  

clar if icat ion about  t he concerns t hat  have been raised by t he TPCT’s 2) 

w hat  act ion it  is t aking w it h  t he MHT t o  reso lve concerns 3) em phasise 

t he im port ance of  par t nersh ip  w orking across t he healt h  sect or . 
 
• The Panel not ed t hat  t he MHT had agreed t o  at t end t he m ain  Overview  

and Scrut iny Com m it t ee in  February 2008 t o  repor t  back on t he 

foundat ion t rust  consu lt at ion f ind ings.  It  w as not ed t hat  t h is w ould 

provide a fur t her  m echanism  t o  clar ify t he posit ion o f  t he MHT. 
 
Agreed: That  t he Panel w r it e t o  t he TPCT t o  obt ain  fur t her  in form at ion 

about  it s concerns for  t he MHT applicat ion for  foundat ion t rust  

st at us and t o  clar ify it s posit ion regard ing it s fu t ure support  for  t he 

app licat ion.  
 
Agreed: That  t he Panel w r it e t o  BEH MHT t o  conf irm  t he posit ion o f  t he 

current  consu lt at ion process and on fut ure p lans for  t he subm ission 

o f  t he foundat ion t rust  app licat ion.  
 
Agreed: The Panel ind icat ed t hat  it  w ould  w it hho ld com m ent s and 

suggest ions on BEH MHTs applicat ion for  foundat ion t rust  st at us 

unt il fu r t her  clar if icat ion had been received f rom  bot h  t he TPCT and 

t he MHT around t he nat ure o f  out st and ing concerns. 
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North Middlesex University Hospital 

• The Panel not ed t he br ief ing paper h igh light ing t he m ain  issues t o 

consider  for  t he NMUH applicat ion for  foundat ion t rust  st at us.  The 

Panel not ed t hat  t h is w as t he t h ird  app licat ion for  foundat ion t rust  

st at us t hat  it  had considered and it s view s w ere already on record 

regard ing o t her  local app licat ions it  had received f rom  NHS t rust s.  The 

Panel agreed t hat  t he view s and op in ions form ed in  t hese previous 

review s should  be used t o  prepare and develop t he repor t  fo r  t he 

NMUH.  Th is repor t  shou ld  go t o  fu ll Overview  & Scrut iny Com m it t ee for  

w ider  d iscussion. 

 

Agreed: That  a repor t  on t he NMUH applicat ion for  Foundat ion Trust  st at us 

be produced and subm it t ed t o  t he m ain  Overview  & Scrut iny 

Com m it t ee on t he 10
t h
 January.   

 
Cllr Gideon Bull 

 

Chair 

 

 


